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Welcome back to our sixth form students!  We hope that our sixth formers 
have had a restful and enjoyable break and are looking forward to the 
challenges ahead – the highlight of which is likely to be work experience on 
Fridays. 

Attendance 
We believe regular school attendance is an important part 
of giving your child the best possible start in life. Please 
help us by supporting good attendance and reinforcing the 
message that good attendance at school is excellent 
preparation for life after school – at work, college etc. 
 

English 
 Last term, our focus was on reading skills and this term the key focus is on 

developing written work.  Students worked hard in English last term  and it will 
be good to see their written work develop, helping to prepare them for using 
their literacy skills in adult life. 

Maths 
 Last term our focus was on money.  As well as getting lots of practice in the 

classroom, students were able to utilise their skills  in real-life situations, such 
as in the school shop and at mince pies sales to staff and student.  This helped 
them to develop confidence in handling money. 

Cooking 
 Our students have made a great start in cooking and are growing in 

confidence and independence.  Last term they worked on preparing a variety 
of chicken dishes and this term they will be working on menu planning and will 
be planning and going shopping for ingredients, which will also enable 
students to use the money skills they developed last term. 

PSHCE 
 This is one of the most important parts of our sixth form curriculum as it helps 

us to prepare our young people for their adult lives.  Last term they learnt 
about body image and the media, pregnancy and the challenges of parenting, 
as well as what makes for supportive and strong relationships.  Some of our 
students may have shared with you, their stories of learning to change a 
nappy, which was certainly a memorable experience!  This term we will start 
by focusing on next steps, with a careers-based unit, which will help students 
to start planning their futures and using the careers resources in school such 
as the Job Explorer Database. 

Enterprise 
 Our enterprise activities have been very popular this year.  Class 14 have had 

great success making personalised items for the shop and Class 15 have 
decided to run a car wash.  Last term students came up with their project 
ideas, tested them through market research and this term will move onto a 
unit in which they begin to market their business.  

Employability  
 Last term our focus was on working with numbers and working with others.  

Class 15 enjoyed planning our common room revamp and Class 14 
developed circus skills.  We then joined forces for our successful afternoon 
tea event as part of Parent Engagement Day.  This enabled us to  demonstrate 
the excellent teamwork skills of the students.  Special thanks to all of the 
parents and carers that supported this event.  This term the focus is on work 
experience and we know that our students are feeling the mix of nerves and 
excitement that we all experience when starting a new job!  Having the 
opportunity to take part in work experience is a vital part of preparing students 
for life after White Spire.   
 

Parent 
Engagement Day 

 
Thanks to all of the 
parents and carers 
that supported our 
parent engagement 
day and made it such 
a success. 

 
 

Curriculum Day (Careers) 
Well done to all of the sixth form students 
who took part in the curriculum day last term 
and bravely took part in mock interviews, 
helping to prepare them for securing future 
job opportunities! 

Diary Dates 
 
Friday 17th January – 
work experience starts 
 
Friday 13th March – work 
experience ends 
 
Wed 25th March – Parents 
Evening 
 
Friday 3rd April – Coffee 
Morning 
 



            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
            
   

Internships 
 

Our Year 14 internship is going from strength 
to strength. Three of our students are 
continuing to flourish and grow in confidence 
in their external work placement at Dawsons.  
They spend four days a week gaining hands 
on experience at Dawsons and return to us 
on a Friday to continue developing their 
Maths and English skills. Five students are 
completing an internal internship – but this 
does not mean staying in school.  Every 
Monday the students go and maintain a local 
allotment and on Thursdays run the popular 
coffee shop at the Daisy Chain children’s 
centre.  This is helping the students to 
develop vital work-based skills and 
developing teamwork and communication. 
 
Well done Year 14s! 
 

 

How can parents help? 
Sometimes parents ask what they can do at home to help support their child.  We know that family life is busy but 
some ideas could be: 

 Read with your child or encourage them to read independently (depending on their confidence). Talk to 
them about what they have read and let them see you reading. 

 Talk to them about the daily/weekly writing tasks you need to do – writing a shopping list, filling in a form – 
let them help wherever possible. 

 Let them help you in the kitchen – preparing simple snacks and meals with your support – perhaps they can 
show you some of the skills they have learnt in their cooking lessons. 

 Support them with their work experience – this could mean helping them to practise the bus route there, or 
chatting about their hopes and concerns, reassuring them that a few nerves are to be expected. 

 Give opportunities to practise basic Maths skills – weighing and measuring, working out change, looking at 
timetables etc. 

 Keep in touch with us – through planners, phone calls if needed. Please do come and support our events – 
our students love to see you in school! 

RE Curriculum 
 

Our students certainly enjoyed the RE curriculum this 
term and were very welcoming to our visitors who came in 
at the start of December to explain how Jewish people 
celebrate Hanukkah.  Students learnt to play some 
traditional Hanukkah games such as Dreidel and learnt 
why this is such an important festival in the Jewish 
calendar. 
 
We also took the students to visit St Mary’s Church in 
Bletchley to learn about the Christingle and students were 
a credit to the school.  All pupils took part in all of the 
activities. 
 
We are pleased that we can support the students to 
develop their tolerance and understanding of other faiths 
and cultures and consider this an important part of their 
sixth form education.  Further trips and visits are being 
planned for the spring term. 
 

 

Work Experience 
We know that work experience can be a daunting time for both students, parents and carers, 
yet we fully believe that it is a vital step in preparing our young people for adult life.  We are 
eager for students to develop the skills now, in a supported and nurtured environment, so 
that when they leave us at the end of Key Stage 5, many are ready to begin their working 
journey.  It is also a mandatory part of their Employability qualification. 
 
All students should now have received confirmation of their placement, which will begin on 
Friday 17th January.  Working hours vary according to the business, but should have been 
supplied to you via letter.  Thank you for your support in helping your child make the 
transition to working life, by supporting them with practice bus journeys, or checking routes 
as needed.  We know that some parents will decide to take their child to placement by car, 
but where possible we would urge you to encourage some independence, even if that is 
simply walking in from the car independently.  Thanks also to the students and 
parents/carers who have arranged their own placement. 
 
If you have any queries regarding work placement please don’t hesitate to get in touch. 

Free School 
Meals 

 
How do I apply? 
You can register 
and find out if 
your child is 
eligible by 
visiting: 
https://www.clou
dforedu.org.uk/o
fsm/sims/ 
The system is 
quick and simple 
to use. 
 


